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Tour participants: Jon Stokes (Leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 1st March 

Before we settled down to dinner, the tour started with the group gathering in the hotel for a discussion about 

the history and ecology of the New Forest. Top of this year’s shopping list for tomorrow were Goshawks. There 

then followed an excellent dinner before we retired to our beds and looked forward to our birding tomorrow 

morning.  

Day 2 Saturday 2nd March 

A nice morning dawned, and our first stop of the day was Denny Wood, to look at some winter woodland birds. 

Here flocks of Blue Tits and Great Tits fed amongst Chaffinches and Robins on the food we had taken with us. 

Along with the really common birds, there were many Marsh Tits, a couple of Great Spotted Woodpeckers and 

the occasional Nuthatch. Overhead Stock Doves had taken up courtship and in the distance the calls of Green 

Woodpeckers could be heard.  

 

After the feeding station, a wander through the wood also revealed calling and drumming Lesser Spotted 

Woodpeckers (although we couldn’t get a look at them) and some magnificent ancient and ornamental beech 

trees.  

 

Travelling then across the Forest, we walked through Holly pollards where a stunning group of Fallow Deer sat 

on the ground, with the big males having impressive antlers. Stopping at a spot overlooking a vista of trees and 

heathland, we found a Goshawk which landed in a tree and gave good views before taking to the air and 

disappearing. As it flew it was joined in the air by Buzzards and Stock Doves.  

 

A quick stop in some more ancient and ornamental beech trees to look for Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers was 

unsuccessful, but we did locate a fine specimen of a rare fungus – the Beeswax Bracket (Ganoderma pfeifferi).  

 

Lunch was purchased at an excellent fish and chip shop, from where we took our food to the beautiful Balmer 

Lawn to look at the local ‘moonscape’, a rich grass sward with ant hills created by Yellow Meadow Ants. 

 

After lunch we went to the coast, where on the marshes there were thousands of birds including Brent Geese, 

Shelduck and Wigeon. Tucked amongst them were the waders, including Black-tailed Godwits and Redshank. 

From the seawall, there were Great Crested Grebes and Little Grebes on the lagoon and Rock Pipits feeding 

along the sea edge. Hiding from the stiff breeze, there were Dunlin and Grey Plover on the marshes, and then 

we spotted a Spoonbill on the marsh. This stunning bird was feeding in one of the main channels and came close 

enough to allow great views. 

  

Finally, we had cracking views of a Peregrine out on the marsh, a stunning winter sight.  

 

This brought the afternoon to a close and we headed for home where we had a good dinner and enjoyable 

conversation.  
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Day 3 Sunday 3rd March 

A misty start this morning and we started in the woods at Marks Ash. Here there were reports of a couple of 

Brambling yesterday, and so we were hopeful. On arriving, we spotted a group of finches and almost 

immediately we found a Brambling. As we wandered amongst the trees it became obvious that there were about 

30 Brambling in the flock, and everybody got good views of these fantastic winter visitors. Then we also spotted 

a couple of Hawfinch, which were stunning.  

 

Our next visit was to an area to look for a Dartford Warbler. Unfortunately, we failed to find any, and as it was 

cold in the area, we moved on to Fritham Pond, where Mandarin Ducks swam on the lake and Nuthatch, Marsh 

Tit, and a range of other common woodland birds fed on seed.  

 

From Fritham, we went to Breamore to look at an exceptionally rare fungus - Geastrum britannicum or the English 

Earthstar. This species was a newly described species to science only a few years ago from Breamore. The fungi 

were at their best and many photographs were taken of this rare species. We also went to look at a stunning Yew 

tree in Breamore House – an impressive Elizabethan Manor House.  

 

After collecting lunch in Fordingbridge, we went to the Avon Valley. Here we located a huge flock of Mute 

Swans and Egyptian Geese. Tucked in amongst them was a beautiful Bewick’s Swan, now a rare winter visitor to 

Hampshire and a great find for the trip.  

 

Next, we stopped at a gravel pit, where Common and Black-headed Gulls were abundant and where a 

Mediterranean Gull called overhead. There were also Yellow-legged Gulls, Egyptian Geese, Goosanders, some 

very confiding Little Grebes and a couple of stunning Goldeneye.  

 

Our next stop was the Woodland hide at Blashford Lakes where Siskins and Redpolls mixed with Reed Buntings 

and both Willow Tits and Coal Tits were abundant. One of the group then wandered off to Ivy hide, where they 

discovered a Bittern showing at exceptionally close range in front of the hide. Even though the bird was on 

display for 30+ minutes, it was (as most Bitterns are) often quite difficult to spot. However, everyone got great 

views of this striking species.  

 

As we left to go home, on the ground between the hides we found Ruby and Scarlet Elf Cups – stunning late 

winter fungi - but our time was now running out, so we headed back across the Forest to the hotel.  

 

From here we said our ‘Goodbyes’, heading home with fantastic memories of some great birds in the New 

Forest in winter.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 

1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
✓ ✓ 

2 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  
✓ ✓ 

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor  
✓ ✓ 

4 Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus   ✓ 

5 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia  
✓  

6 Canada Goose Branta canadensis  ✓ ✓ 

7 Brent Geese Branta bernicla  
✓ ✓ 

8 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca   ✓ 

9 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  
✓ ✓ 

10 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata  
✓ ✓ 

11 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  
✓ ✓ 

12 Common Pochard Aythya ferina    
✓ 

13 Gadwall Mareca strepera   
✓ ✓ 

14 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata   
✓ 

15 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope   
✓ ✓ 

16 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  
✓ ✓ 

17 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula   ✓ 

18 Goosander Mergus merganser  
✓  

19 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator  
✓  

20 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
✓ ✓ 

21 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus  
✓ ✓ 

22 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  
✓ ✓ 

23 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis  
✓  

24 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo  
✓ ✓ 

25 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
✓ ✓ 

26 Peregrine  Falco peregrinus  ✓  

27 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus  
✓ ✓ 

28 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra  ✓ ✓ 

29 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  ✓ ✓ 

30 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  ✓ ✓ 

31 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata  ✓ ✓ 

32 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus  ✓ ✓ 

33 Common Redshank Tringa totanus  ✓ ✓ 

34 Dunlin Calidris alpina  ✓ ✓ 

35 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa  
✓  

36 Red Knot Calidris canutus  ✓  

37 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola  ✓  

38 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres  ✓  

39 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula  ✓  

40 Ruff Calidris pugnax   ✓  

41 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago  ✓  

42 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus  ✓ ✓ 

43 Herring Gull Larus argentatus  ✓ ✓ 

44 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus   ✓ 

45 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus  ✓ ✓ 

46 Greater Black Backed Gull Larus marinus  ✓ ✓ 

47 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  ✓ ✓ 
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 

48 Feral Pigeon Columba livia (feral)  ✓ ✓ 

49 Stock Dove Columba oenas  ✓ ✓ 

50 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto  ✓ ✓ 

51 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis  ✓  

52 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  ✓ ✓ 

53 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor  H  

54 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  ✓ ✓ 

55 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ 

56 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta   ✓ 

57 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus  ✓  

58 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba  ✓ ✓ 

59 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ 

60 Dunnock Prunella modularis   ✓ 

61 European Robin Erithacus rubecula  ✓  

62 Common Blackbird Turdus merula  ✓ ✓ 

63 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   ✓ 

64 Redwing Turdus iliacus  ✓ ✓ 

65 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris   ✓ 

66 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus  ✓ ✓ 

67 Great Tit Parus major  ✓ ✓ 

68 Coal Tit Periparus ater  ✓ ✓ 

69 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris  ✓ ✓ 

70 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris  ✓  

71 Nuthatch Sitta europaea  ✓ ✓ 

72 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris  ✓ ✓ 

73 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica  ✓ ✓ 

74 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula  ✓ ✓ 

75 Carrion Crow Corvus corone   ✓ ✓ 

76 Rook Corvus frugilegus  ✓ ✓ 

77 House Sparrow Passer domesticus  ✓ ✓ 

78 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  ✓ ✓ 

79 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus  ✓  

81 Common Redpoll Acanthis cabaret   ✓ 

81 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula  ✓  

82 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   ✓ 

83 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ 

84 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓ 

85 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   ✓ 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 
 

 


